The CASE 


OF THE 


Four Hundred Coach Men, their Widows 
and Aſſigns, formerly Licenſed by vir- 
rue of an AQ of Parliament, made. in 

' the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Years 
- of King Charles II. to drive Hacekne 
Coaches in the Cities of Loxdoz and Welt 
” minſter, and the Suburbs thereof. 
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Flumbly ofrred to the. Cf of Parliament. 
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bt: N At cries, amony other things, An A# for ny and Li 13,14 Car.2.] 
| Hackney Coaches to be driven for Hire about the Cities of London and Weſt- 


" minſter, and Pariſhes within the Weekly Bills of Mertality was Palled ; where- 
by it was Enatted, 
| X. That Four Hundred and no more ſhould be Licenſed for that pu 
2. That his Majeſty ſhould appoint Commiſſioners to Licenſe che ſame, and that 
Five Pound per 47. ſhould be paid for every Licenſe, and directed for what Uſes,to 
wit, for removing Nufances, widening and paving Streets, and mending Shewers. 
3- That no one Coach Man ſhould have above Two Licences. 
4- That they ſhould obſerve the Rules preſcribed therein. 
5. That none take more for Hire by the » Day or Honr, or from Plact to Place, 
than therein was directed. Coaches, for Hire, within 2. 
| 6. No other Perſons were eh to drive for W 
Limits aforeſaid. | 


Purſuant  wheroato 


* Commiſſioners were appointed. 
-- Four Hundred and no more Licenſed. 
Thoſe Licences continued for Seventeen Years ; in which rime the Coach Men 
ſo Licenſed, paid to the Uſes by the faid Act direfted 34000 th. 
Beſides they laid out their Stocks in Coaches and Horſes. 
Took Leaſes of Houſes, Coach-houſes, and Stables for a long rerm han 
a great Number of which are yet to come. 
Paid great Fines, beſides Yearly Rent they are obliged to pay. 
All this they did for the Service of his Late Majeſty's SubjeCts, and were encon- 
raged ſo to do in ſome Meaſure. 
1. Becanſe during the AQ its continuance, if any Coach Man Licenſed, by 
virtue thereof hapned to dye, leaving a Widow behind, him, ſhe was to injoy his 


Licence after his Death: 
A . 2. Becauſe | 
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2. Becauſe each Coach Man Licenſed- was permit:ed, if not able to keep a 


Coach and Horſes himſelf, to transfer his Figure to another, or Letr it by che 
Week to work out his Debt, and provide for the Subſiſtarice of him and his Wife | ; 
and Children. ' | TY en 2H 

Net This A& Expired in 1679, or 1680. g . 1, 


Since which time the Four Hundred were Licenſed by At of Common 
: = Council of the City of Landon, to drive within the ſaid City and Libertics 
| thereof, and: to ſtand at ſeveral Places in the, Streers. Orher Coaches 
Prohibited ſtanding there to take up Fares; which ſaid Aft direfted their 
Government, like that appointed by the Act of Parliament of 23, 14 of 
King Charles the Second, and limitted them to take the fame Hire fetled 
. by Aft of Parliament ; and they have: obſerved the Rules and Orders, 
and taken the Prices directed. - + $6 
Nevertheleſs many of them are Rnined for want of Work, occaſioned by about 
130 Interloping Coach Men ſet up without Licences ; who, if conticmzed, will undo 
the reſt, . there not being. Imployment ſufficient within the Cities of London and 
* Weſtminſter, and the Weekly Bills of Mortality for the Four Hundred, whereby 
they Can eagn Money to defray the neceſſary Charges, and the caſual Loſſes, pay 
the Five Pound per An. to the Publick out of their hard Labour,and provide a mean 
Subſiſtance for their Families. Mb - D | 
Of this the Four Hundred complained to-the Parliament in 1680, and Peti- 
tioned to have the aforeſaid Att revived. : | _ b, 
A Bill for that purpoſe was Prepared, Read and Committed, and-the Committee ; 
often met upon it ; but before any Report made, the Parliament was Prorogued, 
and after was Diſſolved. . 4 ip 
The like Addreſs they were ready to have made to the Parliament at Oxfard, 
5 had not the ſuddain Diſſolution thereof prevented the ſame. - - : 
May 1685, The Four Hundred Petitioned the. Parliament then Sitting, Praying that the 
AQ of 13, 14 of King Charles Il. before recited, might be revived, ſo far is it 
related to the Coaches ; and that there might be but Feur Hundred, as formerly ; 
and the. Petitioners to be thoſe Four Hundred, for the Reaſons aforeſaid ; and 
under the Rents, and ſubject ro Rules and Orders before mentioned. 
Thereupan the Interlopers made Application to be added to the Four Hundred, 
And ſome on behalf of Chelfey Colledge proſecuted for an addition ro the Four 
Hundred. | | 
Several Bills were brought in, Read and Committed ; and ſeveral Petitions 
© referred to the ſame Commirree. 
The Committee ſeveral times Sar, and were attended by all Parties, and made- 
a Report, © | 
Whereupon it was referred to a Select Committee to prepare one Bill-out of 
the ſeveral then depending, - | 
And, in fo doing, to have regard to the ſubject Marttter of che Houſes debate, F 
had upon the aforeſaid Report : | | 
Viz. How the faid Money ſhould be diſpoſed, that ſhould be raiſed by Li- 
cenſes. 
But before any Proceedings thereupon had, the Parliament was Adjourned until 
© November 168. | | | 
In the Interval of their Sitting, the Committee met, and a ſhort Bill was 
prepared , che purport whereof. was, to revive the aforeſaid Act of 
43,.14 of King Charles Il. | 
So' far as it related to the Regulating the Hackney Coaches, with a Blank for- I 
the Number, and Yearly Rent. | 
November 853. The -Paxliamenc Sate, but before the Commirtee had agreed upon, and made 
| their Report, it was Prorogued, and after Dillolved. 
This being the Condition of the Four Hundred Coach Men. 
They moſt Humbly Implore'the Favour of this- Honourable Houſe to'take- the , 
| _fame into their Serious Conſideration, and to paſs an At for the reviving of the 
hs ACt of the 13, 14 of King Charles II. intituled, 4» A# amongſt other things, For 
| the Regulating and Licenſing of Hackney Coaches, and fur the Inlarging of the ſeveral 
Streets and Paſſages; with ſuch Alteration, as ro your great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meer. 1 
I. And F, 
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T1. And that by the faid Aft, the Number of Coaches to be Licenſed to drive 

* for Hire, may-not exceed Four Hundred. | 

2. Thar choſe formerly. Licenſed may be continued. -. | 

3. That the Yearly Sum to be by each of them -paid, may not be above Five 
Pounds. ; - «4 

4. That they may now, as formerly they were, be permitted to transfer; of - 

"ler their Licenſes, if neceſlirated thereumto by Means and Loſſes, :as 
aforeſaid. - . | E oY 

Obje&:on, If ir ſhall be Objefted, That the City and the Suburbs are Inla 
above a Fifth parr, ſince the Paſſing the ACt of 13, 14 of \King Charles II. for 
lmicting the pom of Coaches to be Fonr Hundred ; and that. therefore Four 
Hundred are hot ſufficient to do the Work now. 

Anſwer, That though it be true, che Buildings are much Inlarged fince 13, 14 of 
King Chartes ll. and conſequenely the City -more Populous now than then; yer-ic 
is certain, that a very great Part of thoſe New Buildings are Unhabited, and'is like - 

; Thouſands of: chem ſtanding now empey. 

+ And the Increaſe of the Buildings is no Argument'to prove, that there is.a Ne- 
ceſlity for more Hackney Coaches now than then. | 
.: Rarher the contrary will appear, if ic be Conſidered, That there is above Thirty 
Coaches kept now by Gentlemen, and Tradeſmen about Laden, for'every One 
that was kepe when. that Act was made, and near as many Chairs ; fo that moſt : 
of thoſe, who formerly made uſe of Hackney Coaches and Chairs, now make 
uſe of their own. » 8. 
Beſides, in Rebuilding of London, and Ereting thoſe New Buildings in the City 
and Suburbs, {ich care has been taken to' inlarge the Streets and pave:them 
ſmooth, and to build ſuch good Penchouſes over them, that few or none now thac. 
have health and are able to walk; but chuſe rather co go on foot than to ride 
in Hackney Coaches. | _ 
; $o, that by the beſt Eſtimate that can be made, it appears that there is not 
'o much Money ſpent in Hackney Coaches as was about Twenty three 
Years ago. £ 
. When only Four Hundred were. allowed, conſequently no occaſion to increaſe - 
their Number. | : 
That-when there were bur Four Hundred, and each paid buz;Five Pound fer an' 
many of them broke Yearly, and were compelled to ſe their Licenfor to pay the 
Debes they contrated, by keeping their Coaches and Horſes; others forfeited their 
Licences for non-payment of Rent. And ſince the Att Expired, although they have 
not paid Rent, as formerly they did when the Att was in Force, yet they,by reaſon 
of the Interlopers driving, can hardly Live and get Bread for their Families. 
Theſe Inſtances are full Demonſtration that their Advantage was not fo great. 

If fo many broke = ans eng _ was but Four Hundred, at Five 
Pound per aw each, what can be expected to be the conſequence of more 
being ded to thar Number, bur that they all of them, in a ſhort time, ' 
fall under the ſame misfortune? And many. of them of late Years have 
been Ruined by the Interlopers. | 


This being the Truth of their Caſe, 


It may be worth the Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe, That if more than 
Four Hundred be Licenſed, they will not only undo each other, bur be a great 
Anoyance to the Publick. For there is now but One Hundred and Thirty more 
that keep Coaches, beſides the Four Hundred ; and it is Humbly. ſubmitred ro 
every Mars Judgment, Whecher ghey do vor find the fave miſchievous Every 
Day what ſtops there are in the Streets; by their ſtanding in Multirades, how the 
Nobilities and Gentrics . Coaches, Foot Paſſengers, and others their Majeſties 
Trading Subjects, and Shopkeepers are hindred in their paſſing the fame ( ſome- 
rimes for an Hour together.) What ſpoils are frequently done to the Lords and 


| Gentlemens Coaches and Horſes. What Quarrels and Fightings are ofien occa- 


fioned, And what Miſchiefs have enſued thereupon. 
| » For 


4} 
For further Reaſons why tive loud be be For Hendved 


- x.] This \will 'agree with che Judgment of chat Parliament, which- declared the 
R3ug Hundred ſufhcienc; which _—_— of theirs remains, though their ACt be 


2.4. will. prevent he "ſtops met wich dayly in the Streets, whereby Buſineſs i is 
hindredzand frequently Meetings about Matters of great Conſequence prevented. 
3:1le will:  pethy So the. "TE" are dayly between them,and the Servants of 
the Nbbillity and 
4 Te-wiltpuc an —_—_ 20 theſe Loſſes rhe Subjects ſuſtain by Unfigured Coaches,in 
which they. frequently leave their -Goods, and can never retrieve, not knowin 
how. find our their Coach. And it will prevenc the' frequent Aﬀeonts and ih 
. Treatments thoſe Coach Men give to 'their Fares, ( eſpecially if Women ) unleſs 
| they. will pay y.chem their own Unreaſonable demands 
5. It will prevent the Ruine of many Hundreds of Tradeſmen they deal with, as 
whota moſt of. the Faur Hundred are Indebted, becauſe they bave no other my 
to get Money to pay them. 
6. It will prevent the Ruine of the'Four Hundred now Licenſed Coach Men, 
who Humbly hope their Licenſes ſhall be continued, and no more Granted, upon 
RO SErCccnS: pg 


. Becauſe they are ſuch, as were Originally Licenſed by the aforeſaid AQ, ot 
| Clainrunder chem, by redſon of their Figures being transferred to them. | 

; 2. Ever ſince the A paſſed they ttave obſerved the Rules; Orders, and Di- 
rections thereof, and has been under fhoh Governmenc as herein limirted. | 

3-: They have laid our their Stocks, ini providing- Coaches and able Horſes. 

C And have taken Leaſes of Houſes , Coach-houſes, and Stables, for a conſi- - 
derable rime to come, which they: miſt. pay-the Rene of; and hare no other way 
to do'the:fame, bur by following their preſent Callings.' | - © 

5.” They have always behaved themſelves Loyal Subjets. 

'& _ have ___ paid 34060 #6. in' Seventeen Years time for the Pub- 

' abies » 
w bf thein Widows left ich Ckileren, x #nd: others very An- 
_—_ left but. their Licengebwhereby wo ſuppore ThetnſUves 
the Incrlopers, dv mary, Prior moſt mot of them follow other\ 
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